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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,2 and 4-8 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Non-Final Action for application no. 09/886,891 in response to the RCE 
filed on August 22, 2005 where in claims 1 , 2 and 4-8 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2 and 4-8 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 5,982,420 to Ratz in view of US Patent 5,631 ,697 to Nishimura et al. 
[claim 1] 

Ratz teaches a surveillance system comprising a camera unit for transforming an 
image into an image signal and outputting said image signal. 

Ratz further teaches a display unit having a screen and operative to transform 
into an image said image signal outputted by said camera unit to display said image on 
said screen (Note: camera system generates a composite video signal containing image 
signals and has a display device, Column 1, Lines 66-67, Column 2, Lines 1-3), camera 
unit being operative to automatically chase an object as a chasing target to have said 
display unit display said object as said chasing target and a display unit including 
marker displaying means for displaying a marker on said screen and chasing target 
determining means for determining said object spaced apart from said marker at a 
predetermined distance as said chasing target among said images displayed on said 
screen (Note: camera system including an automatic tracking device, a reference box 
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for confining and locating the information defining the preselected portion as it is being 
viewed on the display, Column 2, Lines 4-14, Fig. 1). 

Ratz teaches the use of a joystick operative to output position signals and signal 
controlling means for receiving signals outputted by joystick to control camera and 
joystick having ability to control two states and setting means for setting states (Column 
12, Lines 32-43, Col 12 Lines 54-67). 

Said camera unit is operative to automatically chase said object selected as said 
chasing target to ensure that said object selected as said chasing target is displayed on 
said screen (Col 12, Lines 54-67, Abstract). 

Ratz does not teach the photographing direction of said camera unit not being 
changed when moving the marker on said screen. 

As shown in Figures 9 and 10, Nishimura teaches a similar automatic target 
tracking system as Ratz. Nishimura teaches the method of determining an object to 
track by using a marker (Col 10 Line 51 -Col 11 Line 17, Fig. 9). Nishimura further 
teaches the combination of the electrical target tracking method (Figs. 2(a)-2(b) and 9) 
with the mechanical target tracking method (pedestal 300, Fig. 12(a)) in order to provide 
a smoother and more accurate target tracker (Col 12 Lines (8-12). Nishimura further 
teaches the benefit of an electrical/mechanical target tracking system in order to 
maintain an accurate target tracking when a camera can only be mechanically moved 
one-dimensionally (Col 14 Line 48-Col 15 Line 5, Figs. 18(a)-18(c)). Nishimura further 
teaches the combination of the marker camera system of Fig. 9 with the mechanical 
tracking means (pedestal 300, Fig. 12(a)) (Col 14 Lines 23-29). In such a system the 
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user moving the marker would move the camera when moving the marker up and down 
(when the camera is a one-dimensional camera) but would not move the camera when 
moving the marker left and right. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to combine the electrical/mechanical target tracking 
means of Nishimura with the system of Ratz in order to provide a smoother and more 
accurate target tracking, 
[claims 2 and 6] 

Ratz further teaches. the marker is constituted by a pointer and said chasing 
object target determining means is operative to determine said object superimposed by 
pointer (Column 2, Lines 15-18). 
[claim 4] 

Ratz further teaches the marker displaying means is superimposed with object 
(Note: white lines on display screen along with rectangular box (i.e. marker), Column 
12, Lines 4-17). 
[claim 5] 

Ratz teaches the marker forms a plurality of screen areas on said screen and 
said chasing target determining means is operative to determine said object positioned 
within one predetermined screen area on said screen (Column 13, Lines 28-35). 
[claim 7] 

Ratz teaches the chasing target determining means is operative to determine 
only one object as said chasing target to automatically be chased when said object is 
displayed on said screen (Column 12, Lines 15-18). 
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[claim 8] 

Ratz teaches the marker is made up of vertical and horizontal lines to form a 
plurality of areas (Note: crosshair defined by vertical and horizontal lines, running the 
length of the screen, Column 11, Lines 58-63, Column 12, Lines 4-14). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 6,079,862 to Kawashima et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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